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Dear Mr. Robison:

This letter is in response to the l-etter dat'ed March 23,
1993 directed to you by the Weber Basin Water Conservancy
District ("Weber District'r) relatiwe to it's concerns over
diversions of water frour the Weber River through ttre Weber-Prowo
Diwersion Cana1 for the Provo River Project. It should be rnade
clear at the outsset that this Association strongly disagrees with
the Weber District's suggestion that the retrabilitatsion and
srodification of the Weber-Prowo Diversion Dam is an atterrpt to
significant,ly increase the diversions of Weber River water to ttre
provo River Lo benefit sEorage in ,Jordanelle Reserwoir. This
Association even more strongly disagrees with ttre Weber
District's conclusion tshat this Association's diversions fron the
Weber River are or should be liurited to some average quantity
divert,ed over the past years

The rrodification of the Weber-Provo Diversion Dan lras been
courpleted pursuant to plans and specificat,ions previously
approved by your Provo Projects office. Ttre primary purpose of
installing ttre autsomatic controJ- gates at the dam was to provide
a more efficient means for ttre Weber River Water Comnissioner to
regulate the flows required to go downstream and the diversions
into the Weber-Provo Diversion Cana1. The new control gat,es will
adjust automatical3-y to naintain the flows going downstrean as
set by the Water Coursrissioner and will divert the surplus flows
into the Weber-Provo Diversion Canal. The automatsion of the
existing ctreck structures in the Weber-Prowo Diversion Canal will
maintain the required waEer levels in the canal without over-
fJ-ot'ring the canal bank. The plans and specifications for such
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automation are being reviewed by your Provo Projects office and
construction should be completed in the fall of 1993.

The above modification and automation should enable this
Association to divert nore of the fluctuating surplus flows of
ttre Weber River and thereby more fu1ly utilize ttre Prowo Riwer
Project Weber River water rights. C1early, under Utah 1aw, this
Association tras the right to irrprowe the efficiency of its water
systeur and is entitled to make the most efficient use of its
wat,ers so J-ong as it diverts on1y that volune of water to whictt
it is entitled under its water rights. While we anticipate that
more Weber River water will be diverted than during prior
courparable years, it is our firm posibion that any such increased
diversions clearJ-y fall within the Prowo Riwer Project Weber
River water rights and we have so advised the Weber District in
our prior neetingis. ft renains to be seen whether the foregoing
will result in a reduced Provo River Project demand on the Provo
River with tshe incident,al end result that, more Provo River water
utight be available for storage in ilordanelle Reserwoir under the
Cent,ral Ut,ah Project, water right,s. We suggest that, the foregoing
water rights and the Stsate Engineer's Utah Lake Management Plan
will have a far greater impact on the fuEure Prowo River Project
demands on the Prowo River. Be that as it may, the whole purpose
of the improvemenE is to firm up the Provo River Project waber
supply regardJ-ess of whether t,he storage of water in ,Jordanelle
Reservoir uright, be incidentally benefited thereby.

You may recalJ- that the Provo River project wat,er rights
from the Weber River are evidenced by Certificate of
Appropriatsion No. 7755 (A9559) covering 1,000 cfs, not to exceed
136'500 AF, with a priority of Augrrst 25, L924 for storage in
Deer creek Reservoir, and cerLificate of Appropriat,ion No. 77ss
(A12141) covering 1,000 cf6, not to exceed 37,200 AF, for storage
in Utah Lake. This Association is entitled to caII for those
quantities of water for diversion into the Weber-Provo Diversion
Canal when available as determined by the Weber River
Comsrissioner to meet the needs and the beneficial uses of the
Association's stockholders. It is the Provo River Project Weber
River water rights which control and noE past diversions. The
Provo River Project water rights are predicated on fulr
d_ewe1oPmgnt. Past diversions reflect less than fuII dewelopment,
which still has not been achieved. Further:rnore, many of th;factors which have varied fron year to year in Ehe plst, such ast].e level of tshe utah Lake, \{ere taken into consideiation indete::mining the quant,ities of wat,er carled for from the weber
River.
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As you know, the Provo River Project water rights also coverdiversions fron the North Fork of Lhe Duchesne RivEr for storagein Deer Creek Reservoir and sborage of the wat,ers of bhe provo
Riwer in Deer creek Reservoir, all- in accordance with those
_respective priorities. Thus, this Association has the flexi_bility to call for diversions fron any combination of those threesources to meet iEs needs in such a:nounts as the respective Wabercommissioners determine are awailabre und.er the respectiwepriorities of those wat,er righbs. This Association simply cannotand wiJ.l not g'ive up that flexibility.

Prior t'o the 1985 rnterim Deer Creek/Strawbeny ExchangeAgrreement, the prowo River was the leas! reriable "3rr.c" forstorage in Deer creek Reservoir because of the prior st,oragerights in utah take. After ,fordanerle Reservoir becomesoperational and that Exchange Agreement terminates, ur;;; emphasiswill be praced on more fur_Iy utirizing the provo niver project
yrat_er right,s on both the weber River ind the North Fork ;i" il;Duchesne Riwer as a resurt of Ehe state Engineer's utah LakeManagieurent, P1an. Storage in Deer Creek Reservoir fron ttr.osesources will becour-e priority storage and wirl not ue subject torelease to utah take. on the othei hand, storage oi pro.*ro Riverwater in Deer Creek Reservoir will become syst,eur st,orag'e and willbe subject Eo release to utah take under trrlt Management p1an.

we fully underst,and that the weber River project,, provoRiver Project, weber Basin gtoject and centrar ut;h project areall FederaL Reclamation grojecls with separate an6 distinct waterrights. whire regar title Lo those wate-r rightss stanas in thename of the Unit,ed Stated, it,s ownership intErest-irr- Ctore waterright's is at nost noninal and the beneficial int,erests in thosewatel_ rights are vested in the repayrrent entities and theirstockholders or inhabitant,s. sinle bhe management, and operationof those projects (except for the central utih pt":"Ltl have beentransferred fron Recl-a:nation to the respective repilgrententitiesr w€ believe it beyond. the sup-ivis"ry ,"i"'LtReclamation to impose lintil,at,ions on trrl ai.reisions of projectwaters fron-any particuLar source. Accord.ingry, we uerieve thatt'tre-suggestion of the weber Di.st,rict itr"t Recl-amation somehowlimit' the diwersions of Provo niver-p;;ject weber River water bopast diversions is inappropriate

- More import,ant, here is that this Association d.oes notcontrol- or regruJ-ate the diversions of witer int,o its facilities.rt' is the water comnissioner on each of those three sources whocontrols and regrulat'es those respective diversions and we must
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Sincerely,

fakis, president,

rely on those water comnissionerci to apportion Ehe waters inaccordance with the respective water rilr.tr. Thi; associationb'as ttre erection t,o carl for those "pportioned waters so as tsoprovide to it,e stockholders a furl o,il"-, supply. rn exercisingthat erectionr w€ wirl cooperate as we have-iol the past 40years' with the wate-r righl owriers on those .""p""ti.,r" sources.rt should be noted that nowhere in the weber oiitri"t," aboveletter is it even sugg,esbed that the diversions for the weberRiver project or the-weber Basin pr":""t u" rirtited. to someaverage of past diversiott... Accordiigly, this Association wouldstrongJ-y resist any limiLation or ii."piovo Riwer projectdiversions by the water comnissioner or Recr-amation based onaverage quantities diverted durir.g p""- yearEi.
As noted in the Weber District,s above letter, the workinqrelationship between this Association and that District hasarways been good and we trust will 

"orriirrrr" ir, lrr"-iuture. we donot fault the weber District tor urgirrj tr."t its proiect wat,ersupply and water rights be prorecred,. -r,iii"*i]", Eii; Associa.ionmust do a1r things neceasary to ensure thab r;;'pJ"l""t watersupply and water rights are fu1ly prot"ctea. we do berieve thatany efforts to limit the provo Riv-er project weber Riwerdiversions to past diversions wirl adversery irrpact the provoRiver projeet' warer supply and. imfai; it" war,er righ.rs.
we trust that the foregoing will clarify any urisunder-stsandingr of the position of-thiE a.r""i"tior.'corrl".iirrg the abovematter. If you have any questions thereon, please ad.vise.

NPS/.lIrI; db
cc: . pt_uce Barret,t, projecLs

\A,obert L. Morgan, F.S.,Charles F. B1ick, ilr.,Rights Comnittee

Utah State Engineer
Chairnan, Webei River Water

fvan W. Flint, General Manager, Weber Basin WaterConservancy District
Don A' christiansen, eeneral Manager, central utah waterConservancy District



COPTES ALSO SENT TO:

The Honorable Mi-chael O. Leavitt
Governor of the State of Utah
2LO State Capitol
Salt Lake City, Utah g4I1-4

Ted, stewart, Executive Director
Department of Natural Resources
1536 West North Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 94116

Senator Orrln c. Hatch
United States Senate
8402 Federal Buildlng
Salt Lake City, Utah 84138

Senator Robert Bennett
United States Senate
4225 Federal Buildlnq
Salt Lake City, Utah 84139

Congressman Janes V. Hansen
U. S. House of Representatives
t0L7 Federal Building
324-25th Street
Ogden, Utah g44O1-

Congressnan William Orton
U. s. House of Representatives
5t South University, #312Provo, Utah 84606

congresswoman Karen Shepard
U. S. House of Representatives
23LL Federal Building
Salt Lake City, Utah 94138


